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SIR, 

Probably, from the niche you 
fill in the Temple of Fame/you may re- 
gard with ccmtempt any observations on 
works already so stamped, as yours are, 
by public approbation; and consider the 
remarks I propose to offer, as a mist that 
floats around the base of the elevation 
on which you are placed, without ever 
reaching its summit. Or, reposing in 
the bosom of a retreat embellished by 
the fruits of your literary labours, you 
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may care little for the moral feeliags 
of your readers^ provided your book- 
seller is satisfied with their number. If 

I really thought you so careless of that 

*. «k ... « 

sort of fame which hands an author 
down to posterity as: a benefactor to his 
country, as you appear to be, I should 
not have taken yp my peq. I am fully 
aware of the tender ground I am ventur- 
ing on; but, as an anonymous author, 
you are open to what would be imperti- 
nence to an avowed ones if you. a vail 
yourself of the shelter, you must abide 
by its dangers. The twenty-seven vo- 
lumes iA romances which you have in the 
course of a very few years given to the 
world, have made you, in some sort, a 
public character; and whilst they afford 
abundant proof of the fertility of your 
genius, and the almost inexhaustible re- 
source of your imagination, they bring 
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corresponding duties: and a considera- 
tion which appears to have escaped your 
fiotice, strikes very forcibly on my mind, 
and I am incfined to believe on many of 
your readers also, namely, the moral re- 
iFONSiBiLiTY of authofs, especially those 
whose works are meant foi* populai-, 
and very extensive reading. I trust, 
therefois, to the liberality common to 
genius, for your receiving with good-will 
a few remarks, made, I assure you, ia 
the true spirit of candour and courtesy, 
by a watm admirer of your briUiant and 
extraordinary talents. 

The common obligation that every 
x^aterer for the public is under to provide 
wholesome and nutritious food, either 
for btody or mind, is obvious and ac- 
knowledged. You, Sir, would fine your 
baker, or punish your brewer, if you 
•could detect them mixing any deleteriou)8 
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6 A LBTTBR TO TOB 

ingredients in your bread or your beve- 
rage : but theirs would be a triflings and 
loeal oflfencei, compared with, aii injury 
to the public mind^ or morals ;* and ame* 
nable at a very different tribunal. And 
there is a wide difference between just 
avoiding to do an injury, and fulfiUing a 
positive duty. There . are sins of omis^ 
sion, as well as commiissiOn; and everjf 
opportunity of benefiting others we n^-^ 
lect to improve^ must come under oixt 

sins of omission. 

I have heard it asserted that your 
works have not less than thrse hundred 
THOUSAND readers. Is it no dereliction 
of duty to neglect an opportunity of iiB« 
proving even one hundredth part of these 
readers? especially if it is considered 
who a great part of theni are. 

An expensive quarto that can only be 
nurchased by the rich^ and read by the 
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8jtu4ijoup^ . whicli having had its day on 
the drawiqgyrooqi table, is consigned to 
its destined shelf in the library; however 
valuable the contents may be^ or nume- 
reus the yetirs its author may have spent 
on collecting and arranging materials to 
enrich its pages ^ possesses not half the 
KATKiN^ importance that belongs to one 
of your popular romances. The good or 

m 

evil of a large high-priced work spreads 
through a very small circle; what of 
&tuQV is contained in voua YQlaoies. qivz 
culates in every part of the kingdom, 
and amongst all * its different classes of 
population. Your works are at the same 
time the amusement and conversation of 
the drawing-room, the housekeeper's 
room, and the servants* hall; the butler 
and the Ibotman exercise their jockey- 
ship, the moment the family drive from 
the door on their airing, to purloin the 

a4 
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volume left on the sofa^ and indul^^e 
themselves in its perusal till the carriage 
i^eturns; and the same contest takes 
place between the lady*s-maid and the 
housemaid^ for that which is acciden- 
tally left on the toilette. 

Your works also find their way into 
the work-rooms of milliners and dress- 
makers ; and when 

" The needle plies its busy task, 

- ----- their page, by one 

Hade vocal for th' amusetncnt of therest,^ 

induces them to pursue their employment 
with more alacrity; and they are tempt- 
ed sometimes . to work over-hours, to 
hear the fate of a Waverley . or an 

IVANHOE. 

Another, and by no means a smsdl 
or unimportant class of readers, are 
school-boys. And the careful pai'ent 
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-who should desire a little boy of ten 
years old, first going to a public school, 
fud to read the Heart of Mid-Lothian, 
would inevitably make the poor child, 
i)y such a restriction, an object of deri- 
sion amongst his school-fellows, and 
perhaps procui*e foi^ him a nick-name 
that wonld be remembered through life : 
yet what pai*ent*s heart would not ache at 
having such a book put into the hands of 
an innocent child, at an age when he is 
incapable of diBcriimnation, and takes 
every thing literally? You may reply, 
Sir, that you neither wrote the volumes 
in question for school-boys, servants, or 
dress-makers — - but you have written 
them for the public; and if they had not 
been read by these classes, they could 
not have produced half their profit. 
Those purchased for private libraries, 
make a smaller part of an edition^ and 

a5 



10 A tATTEK TO rWlL 

liave fewer readers than t^ose takes by 
eirculathig libraries, and book « olnbs^; 
.which spread tb^m through every part 
of the United Kingdom ^ 

Yotthaye^ ako^ what, Ibefieve/ Sl^ 

writers of romances can boast, a co-ope^ 

rator either for good or evil in fhe stags. 

It does not come within my puipoi^ t^ 

make any remaiks on the dcgi-adatioQ 

the stage has df la^e' years undergone'; 

cir to lament, that where tiie vices of 

tnaidcind, or the lollies' of the passing 

hour, were formerly held up to detfsta» 

tion, or to ridicale; a little splendid see* 

nery^ and a few newly-arranged national 

airs, afre all that gain applause ; or thsit 

they possel^ stronger attractions than 

lofty sentiments and heroic actions. I 

merely allude to the subject as mcreadng 

your RESPONsiBiuTV as an Auraoji^ whilst 

it extends your popularity ; and as a 
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proof .o£tbe mdispensable necesnty for 
your works buying, ^decidedly moraj^ 
tepaknh/^ Tlieir liigfa claim to dramatic 
^eci is. proved by the little atteratioa 
^bey r^ulre; but if they are defective 
in what must be considered the principal 
point, sound mprality, they become more 
^xtensivdy and decidedly pernicious, as, 
in the curtailment requisite lor the st^ge, 
the' few. attempts to draw a plausible 
mdi^ tibbt ^ay be scattered through the 
novel, mu^t be omitted in the. melo- 
drajoa. Tou pdssess; Sir, a most power- 
ful influence oyer the imagination of you r 
^Badera^ the eugiQg by which the passions 
-ace. oftenest lexe^ited, and thi^ character 
^exalted of^ depraved*. Without the plear 
.surei^ .of the im^^nation the mind of 
.rnati grqwiieold, rigid, and morose;' the 
scen'eif of rdal life have too often a tend- 

« • 

.en^ to roelaiicboly add despondeocy ; 
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12 A LBTTfiR TO THB 

it is by an occasional flight into the rei- 
gions of fancy, that we return with in* 
vigorated hearts and increased hope, 
warmed to the enjoyment, of good that 
is not ideal, to disinterested affectiop« 
social duties, and domestic pleasures.. 
On the other hand, imaginary scenes of 
vice and depi-avity, by frequent repeti- 
ti<Hi, cease to inspire the disgust they at 
first produced; and, in the end, take 
such hold ott'^e passions, that thdr 
turpitude vanishes, and they are freely 
and practically indulged in. The daily 
routine of fraud and vice that vesl life 
exhibits, has a natural tendency to dete* 
rioration or misanthropy. It is by an in* 
duigence of the beau iddal that we 
escape from scenes of disgust and misery, 
and are led to the contemplation of all 
that is high and holy, in those blissful 
regions where what is corrupt here ^^ shall 
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^' put on incorniption/* and what is mbr- 
'' tal sh^ pHt on immortality.** 

Do not mistake me^ Sir : I am no 
favoiirer oif religions' novels; and I as- 
sure you I am neithfer a Methodist nor a 
Clergyman, only one of the people calted 
'Christians; but in that character^ I 
cannot divest myself of the opinion that 
popular works of amusement ought to 
have their moral t^deney clear hf de- 
fined ; and that the precepts they incul- 
cate should be of that high tone which 
have the wOrd Of God for their founda^ 
tion. Nevertheless, it is one of the mdst 
serious objections to you^ writings, that 
Holy Writ is for ever referred to; but in 
a manner that makes it ludicrous. - 

It is an acknowledged position that 
^' no work is good, that does not tend to 
^^ make mankind better in some way or 
'' other/* And it is to this test I wish to 



works. Are; tfaey mix^ifHt^A^f^ th^. m* 
fsovemdht irf , your. .tifMR:oHuK$RED 

«nii8ete«Bt: of their idl^^Qiips^ . Po mxg 
of theai Is^. down the laiMt voJiiihi^ of any 
bne of ydoF ixiliiaiiees iinpraBse4 with 
4My great or ixiefoljiPitAbtfii^? Imea^ 
ffot that JMnnii^ham ^q ^tibidworUfy 
^isAm^ but tlo they:detef^ viQ^fpcl Ipye 

-virtue f do ^tiseey reverence seligipPj ^n^ 
ires^iect sonad psitH^lefi^ better than they 
^idu^fieu they began tbQ^fork?' On the 
Mrengtii andr:0le^rne89 of: these impreja^ 
:8ions< deptBiucb the infyAimc vahia of your 
work;; Dri&out /tfiQia it Is mere tinsel^ 
cmly fitfor csandkUghtr anid (jistanoe^ or 
calt^iriated to;pn29s)e apid deeeiye. His-* 
torians are bound by &cts i^nd truths 
to give characters as they reaUy existed, 
and motives as lar as they could be 
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guessed t but: a mritar. <kf SfeAtkm ftdr 
wnturss is.uii&ttei^;. he may melbs 
what he pleqsei^ 06 the ^y he woikf 
with. ' The «trpiig 'coaftraM' of, litltnc 
liiid viee, aaiportra^ ki IttfieiiBt^.c^ 
raotersy makes Iter beetoty. o| Us Wrltil^fSjb 
He creates' scenes to disid»y. ttie psMr 
skms, audT to sfacnr the i^riM^fls of th^ 
hiuman htert. In tUs^.^eKiMatioii yiov 
are exosUM by fewrytfur. %area.stap4 
out from yodr oawass^ aid preseol 

tfaeiiiBelTto:to us in fdl^the eu^qsr.^ life 
and actioar but in. ft DfpiiAt point of 
vleifv you do not iti^re^ leave us on the 
threshold loifosm. oiir/(«irp JM^gvent 0^ 
the ihteiiQi^ of the..dweUlA|r# ^t .theve is 
a constant ;intm«8t ekmted mfmwwr qf 
lawless viicionsiohanwliersi »n4 predatory 
habits; a gloss is given. to cnme^ an^ 
a palliatiiom.tbrpwn over guilt» that rcr 
quires a good d^ol of neutialiyinff before 



it can be iinnoxioiis to the larger hnmber 
of your readers. PoWerfWljr to awaken 
feuriofeity by scenes of deep interest aad 
*pathos^ ankl to bring isome of the 
strongest feelings of the bunrnn heart 
Into fidl i>lay, is the material excellence 
in w6rks of ima^nodon: : but if^ after 
this excitement, the roused fbeiings si^e 
not directed to a gr&Lt and laudable 
end> sympathy is wasted, and :the mind 
Is prepared for a wrong bias, or ifeceiv- 
Ingan erroneous/ and it may be, a de^ 
trimental impression. Hence arises that 
Indispeni^alde morai dut^ attached to a^ 
ihors of novete and romances, that they 
finally make virtue triumphant, and bring 
t)n Vice its due punishment: if they write 
not to give an important and valuable 
liasson, they waste the time of thdr 
readers-^they do worse; for the human 
^' heart is decattful above all things^"* 
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and easily misled by the imagioatioii; 
and it is not left at the end of a highly 
wrooght ^p novels where it was at the 
beginning. If the head governs . the 
hearty and firm and steady principles 
are deeply rooted, a . temporary delusioii 
of the imagination is soon rdeovered* 
Bnt this is not the case with careless or 
enthusiastic readei*S| nor with the young, 
the ignorant, or the indiscriminating, 
who take things literally, or pin thdr 
faith on a name encircled by popular 
applause; and receive a de^> lastii^ 
and sometimes a fatal impression, 'firom 
what, was written with no sinister, de^ 
signs, but is the mere offspring, of care* 
lessness and genius. There. are parents 
now living, who can with anguish traoe 
thp wildness.andvprofiigacy of promisiiig 
youths to the perusal of Tom Johes^ 
. and the Beggai*^s Opera was belieyed tq 
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16 made ; the reader can at begt only 
pick up now and then a scf ap of mora- 
lity, as bees are said by thar chyniical 
skill to extract hoiiey from poisonous 
{Plants. The ioFterest of the story depends 
irholly on the predictions and agency of 
^psies aiid smu^glei's. If faith in ho- 
roscopes had not been loiig exploded, it 
might have aided them ; for the random 
conjectures of Maimering are bm*he out 
to ^* tte very letter/' jmd by the assist- 
ance of a profligate pauper; but ^t last 
an opportunity occurs of getting out of 
the labyrinth . of ' cause and event, and 
giving a most impressive mokal tiim to 
the sequel. The clei^yman. who comes 
foi^ward so seasonably to absolve . Meg 
iferrilies migU have done much; but 
though he ' exhorts her to repentance, 
and she ^Vdies and ^ makes no Sign,'* he 
tnys only jnst so much on the ttncov»^ 
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uanted. mercy of God, as may rather 
eQCpprage a delusive copfidence in im- 
per^t repentance, than repress vice by 
showing its dangerous copsequences, and 
its certsda and everlasting punishment. 
With this defect, all the beauties of th,e 
wprk, and I am amon^ the foremost in 
acknowledging and admiring them, con^ 
: tribute in no way to benefit or improve 
its numerous readers, though, it may 
promote the sale of Mpore^ Almanack,; 
or make the ignorant, the youijg, and 
the credulous, .listen with more^ faith 
and interest to the predictions of the 
wandering gipsy tribes of the present 

day. 

The Antiquary . seems to be written 
with no view beyond showing that ec- 
centric characters are often benevolent 
ones. It is impossible not to observe in 
this work also that the chief agent is 
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a paupin^ wb6 at the elOBe of a life of 
idieB^ and petty depredation^ is en- 
dowed with, virtaes that only gnioe Itie 
faoaiy beads of the pious and the moral. 
t might remark also^ thttt the clerical 
character is introduced) purposely ^r aa 



oblique satire on the dbUi; and in the 
exquisite soene <^ the foneral of the 
fisherman's son^ where the pair's oAde 
would naturally 'caU him to administer 
consolation (and on such occasions the 
Scotch Ministers have the character of 
the most meritorious attention to the 
welfare of tbdr fbcks)) no one appears, 
nor is it very certain any one attended 
at all ; for, when the family were sinking 
under their grief, the only alleviation 
they experienced was gratified pridej at 
the attendance oi the Laird. Surely 
this is defective morai^ if not worse; 
but it is not my purpc^ • to cavil at 

2 
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smttll fanlte, where there ^re so many 
beatities; and had WAt«iiLiY, Guy 
MannerikOi and the A>ftiQCAftY qom»^ 
pleted the series, this vddress wonld 
^avd^been l^pared you; but it isrin later 
woi^ks that r hftve fonAd some key to 
these^aiid have' been confirmed m an 9^^ 
nUm that you 'entertain 00 very &^outi- 
able sentSmentd towards the clergy, aor 
are disposed to 66 them justice. I oonr 
fess, Sir, when I read OLD/MotnPAun, 
I was it a tost to guess what you aimed 
at, I pass/over the Black DtrAiir, A 
moral is iluniliar to us ii^ the ntwrqery 
tale of la Belle el le "Bite^ and more 
clearly made out j for le pauure Mte ex<- 
cites oUr pity and love;! Whereas the 
Black Dwarf is so disgusting;, it is 
hardly a wonder that his niame Is made 
a vehicle for sedition and: blaSphewy • 
Balfour, the rigid Puritbn, is drawn 
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with great skill; and it might have been 
imagined yoar^ design was to show the 
(^i^rs of intemperate zeal and Calvin"- 
ism; and knowing that this doctrine pre- 
vails in thd established Church of Scot- 
land, you might be suspected of intend- 
ing some lurking satire; but I have since 
doubted if you had any determined pur- 
pose beyond making RKUGioN absurd, 
or vindictive; for you bring no character 
in contrast, to show ' that moderation 
which is the essience of trufe piety: the 
princip^ actors in each party are repre- 
sented as equally cruel and relentless 
persecutors. I fear history may be 
brought on your side; but your hand» 
were not tied by any historical facts; 
you were at liberty to mould events, as 
you made characters, to suit any pur- 
pose, moral or religious ; and you do not 
deal fairly by your readers when you 
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leave them to wander in the labyrinth of 
error without any clue to guide them out 
of it. The tedious sermons of Kettle>- 
drum and Poundteict^ with the eflfusions 
df old Mavse^ however characteristic, 
are placed in a point of view that is cal- 
culated to make religious worship ridicu* 
I0US9 and Scripture language ludicrous; 
and can neither be reconciled to good 
taste or pious feeling. Buric^qne is al-> 
ways misapplied to religion; it can only 
gratify the spleen.of the sceptic, and en- 
courage brutal mirth in the ignorant and 
the vulgar: the benevolent feel pity for 
delusion; and the right-minded are dis- 
gusted with jests On a' subject whidi con- 
cerns the interests of immortality. 

In Rob Roy something of the same 
oblique ricBcule is levelled at the Catho- 
lics : but as I shall have occasion to re- 
mark again on this subject^ I shall not 

B 



^ . A LBTTSE TO TKJI . 

dwell OB it now; as the very hioge on 
which this tale turns^ annifailates or re- 
verses the first duty that links the human 
species together^ th^t which stands in the 
Decalogue next to our dqty to God 
— ^honour and reverence to parents. In 
this Fomancej a careful father^ whose 
anxiety for the welfare of his son piay 
perhaps occasionally carry him a very 
little too far, is the real sufferer, whilst 
the offbnder^.^e disobedient son. '^ rides 
<^ triun^hant through the storm/' We 
have an oracle written with the finger.of 
God, to assure us that '^ the sins of the 
" father win** sometimes *' be visited on 
<^ the children to the third and fourth 
" generation.** You, Sr, reverse this de- 
cree, and visit the disobedience of the 
son, an the head of the pcoyident father. 

*< If chance thy hone 

*^ Salute thee with a fiither's hcmoured name. 
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*^ 6a cdl ihy aons/ iiwtract them what a debt 
" They owe thee.'' 

But as you value your own peace and 
comfoi't^ cauti6n them not to niake such 
a«return, o^ to believe, even bom your 
pen, that they can prosper in their dis- 
obedience ! 

Ydu have also made another, and 

great deviation from sound morality in 

(• • • . 

the work, ' by endeavouring to represent 
Rob Roy what it was oiit of all truth and 
nature he c6uld be^ a 'mild, amiable man, 
and, at the same time, a desperate out- 
law; " whose hand was against every 
*' ' honest ' man, and every man's hand 
** against him/* You might as well fancy 
a tiger, gorged with blood, tame as your 
domestic i^paniel, because he was too 
completely satiated to attack you. How- 
ever the timid BaiUie may palliate his 
faults, or his tartan hnd pluibes dazile 

b3 
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an audience^ Rob Roy deserved a gal- 
lows; the savage revenge of his wife, 
worthy only of a Semiramis. or a Ca« 
therine, is softened down nearly to jus- 
tifiable retaliation ; and qo small part 
of the interest of the work turns in fa- 
vour of a lawless desperate spoiler, whose 
hands were reeking with the blood of his 
coantrymen; yet of whom we are told, 
^^ he was averse to bloodshed,** unless his 
crimes, or his personal safety, made it 
necessary. Is thb a lesson for youth ? 
Is this a time to shiake parental autho- 
rity, and make the first and most bind- 
ing of our social duties a dead letter? 

It would swell these page^ beyond my 
purpose, if I entered more minutely into 
this work; I must, therefore^ go on to the 
Hkart of Mid-Lothian, which I think 
is next in succession; and surely the sub- 
ject of the tale is, in its very essence, as 
great an oflfence to iporal feeling, as it is 
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to modesty and decorum; and unques- 
tionably very unfit to be read aloud in 

•if 

any fiunily circle. In George Robinson 
ifire have a second Tom Jones, without 
even the palliating generous qualities of 
the latter, but a cold, calculating, selfisb, 
successful villain; and a silly, unprin- 
cipled; ignonmt g^rl for bis dupe; who, 
after escaping the gallowis, is, by the 
most extraordinary metamorphose that 
ever entered the brain of a boarding- 
school novel-writer, turned into an highly 
accomplished woman of fashion ; and in 
the course of two or three years spent 
abroad, this wonderful change ts effected. 
You would have done a most acceptable 
service. Sir, to that portion of the pub- 
lic who take their, children to the con- 
tinent for education, if you bad pointed 
out the place where the air is so preg- 
nant mih instruction : or where Cin- 

b3 
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derelia*s fairy: friend is dtilL to be found; 

as it cannot easily be credited Ihht tbe 

♦ 

profligate who . took Effie I>eads abroad, 
whose boon companions were^ thiemg^ 
smugglers;, and crazy vagrants, t^tmld be 
very efficient inarming the mind* and 
embellishihg the exterioi^ of one who wdfs 
to shiiie ^'^ the mostbriiliant star of the 
" court drawing-room." Really you must ' 
pardon me for laying, that I sboiild not 
have thought tbis^ superlative nonsense 
Woith noticing, if it wei^ not in a great 
d^ee ' mischievous ; if it did not hold 
out encQuragement to e^ei*y spei^es of 
profligacy. Of this you seem; to have 
been a Httle aware yiourself ; *for^ in the 
last p&ge you 1 17 to sift out as a. sort 
of moral, " that vice, however prosper- 
ous, brings misery as its natural con- 
sequence/' But as you have planted 
^ at misery, it will not, I fear, be cQpsi* 



a 
ii 
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deced as very i^ulslve^ by tfaat numd-' 
rous. class, of your readet*s who are not 
able td bring thiiigs to the test of pvia^ 
ciple, and. who are anxious to mount 
the laddeir to riches and rank at any 
hakardy or to obtain them by any sacri- 
fice. ^^Tbe life of adveoturevs^ game-^ 
'Vsters^ flip^i^ heg^rs, androhbers> i» 
^^ not junpleasant. It requires restraint 
^^ to keep men from foiling io to that 
'' habit. The shifting tides of iear and 
^^ hope, the flight < and purs^jit^ the 
** peril and : escape, the allerhate fa-> 
'^ mine and feast of the savagO' and the 
f^ thief, after a time render all course of 
^* 6low,.8teady> pi'ogressiTej unvaried oc- 
^^ oupation, and the prospect only of a 
** limited mediocrity at the end of long 
'* labour^, to the last degree, tame^ lan* 
^^ gnid, and insipid'*^/* Encouraging va- 

* Burke, 
b4 
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grancy Bud kmrlesa liaiiits, by paiiitiiig 
the scenes they produce Mith the most 
vivid coloaraig ; cenoealitig and glossing 
wer all the vice and wretdiedness that 
are their inse{»mble attesidants, must 
therefore be; to the highest d^^ree injiH 
rious to society i destructive of. hcmeiMy^ 
integrity^ virtue, and morality. It is 
giving stimulants in the place of nou- 
rishmeiit> base ntetal |^lt> as a subiticute 
for gold. 

Lady Stount<m's uuhappiness is the 
mare whim and idleness of a spurious 
sort of fine lady who must find some 
wi^ to be gr{|tified; it is not rbpent- 
J^G^, it is not CONTRITION^ it is ^ mere 
satiety of graCificatiou^ not the ksari-^ 
rendiitg humiUatUm Of one who could 
wA be very fully acquitted of child- 
murder^^ who at least never thought of 
the offipring of her crime, till she was 
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tWed of pXeMike and Vanity^ and want- 
ed some tk»h exdtement* The inte* 
gt4ty of Jenny Deans «fibi*ds you a 
little shelter ; but there is not the same 
attraction in her reoompense^ that the 
brilliant career ^ of her sister aibrds ; 
and an Important part of your readers 
will be apt to prefer stepping from the 
life of a cowkeeper's daughter to a con- 
spicaous box at the oj^'a^ to becoming 
' the wife of a poor minister at the manse. 
Of your again intitniacing Calvinism 
in the character of the rigid Camero- 
nian^ I shall only observe now, that 
when yott contrast the pharisaical, self- 
applauding oowkeeper, and a regular 
humble minister, you throw the whole 
weight into the scale of pretension^ and 
make piety and humility kick the beam> 
or fi^de to a shadow, when opposed tQ 
spiritual pride, and stem imrelenting 
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. jifflqiiary enthusiasm* » Perfalifps the im- 
. pUed mtlre in this mof he better nncter- 

« 

,t,6t;ood by those mi«utely aequainfed wkh 
: the : religious sects of ^ Sootiand ; but 
wJien I Qouple it nitb the portrait you 
dr^w of mi> Engibh |mMb,p«ieBt> which 
1 is^ allow, i^e to say, as nmeb out of rea- 
lity v^ispoigpbi^^ I can percfsive no purpose 
fjj^^t mftliiRg the clerical profesw^, 
and Mi|:km,.i^f|iiaUy eonteinpt^ b^t 
i trust, t\m» »te as f^w clergy on tb|s 
side the borde^i-, who are made mise- 
rable by ^uch s^ns, as there are parson- 
ages, like Mr. StauatOD*s, the seats of 
pleas^ure, or the shelter of vice* 

,, In, t^e BaiD£ w Ijaiambbkuir you 
seeiw incVn^.ta make some attempt at 
the qmende .honorable ; your readers have 
at least the satisfaction of feeKng theoir. 
selyeis ofteneni' in g^od company; and you 
gVVQ a.u^pful AessQn to pareots^n the dan* 
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.ger of trifling* with the alfections of their 
chUdrtn to aaswei^ their dwn ambitious 
Mhemes. AU this is well/ and wouVi 
have been better^ if the lesson bad. not 
J>een degraded by the roaohinery of ex- 
ploded superatitioB and ignomnt creda«» 
iity, in a way that makes tbe deckles of 
Providence ttpfnear to h6 in subjection to 
tbe predictions of low-bred knavery; 
But IB this woi*k there is less to censtu'f ^ 
than to regret that you do not turn sneh 
foaterials to a better acctoimt^ 

Your character of statesmen in ge- 
neral is any thing bht MieraL Every 
man is A*ee to indulge his oWn opintoa;^ 
bow far he is free also to publish it, is a 
question* I shall not take tip<m' me to de- 
termine; though I could not fail being 
struck with the coincidenoe, ClAt whilst 
additional laws and regulations were ne* 
cessai-y to stop seditious publications of 
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jghe lUfOst dangerous and inflamtnatoiy ntt- 
tttcei and at the moment these laws were 
•carrying into acecntion^ a writer of your 
iamt . BXkd high estimation should 6anc- 
4aon^ if not give eneouragement to assas- 
smiH&ny by making Budclaw, when 
speakii]^ ^ Ministers^ aay^ ^^ One or two 
^^ af those setmndrel stute&men should he 
f^' shot once a jfeor^j^ to keep the others 
" an their good behaviour f/r In the 
name of Heavw^Sir, were you aware of 
what you wrote? or the tiiiie and season 
in which you threw out sueh a hint? 
Had your work been published seven 
years ago> I should not envy your feeling 
when the names of Pbrcbvai« or Bsl- 
UNGH4M^ sounded in your ears! These 
hints from such authority do not fiEdl to 
the ground ; too many of the evilHOiinded 
or deluded^ aro ready to profit by them! 
Whilst these pages are preparing for 
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the prew/ a practical 411u8tra(ioii of this 
dangerous doctrine is filling Europe \Mth 
horror and consternation, and making 
every member of a royal family tremble. 
Lowering in the public estimation^ the 
general character of those who fill high 
and important stations, must be detri- 
mental to the welfare Of society, and the 
cause of religion and morality. The 
laws of God, and the legislature of a 
country, can only be executed by the 
hands of men, who partake of the im- 
perfections of humanity; yet no person 
of common sense can believe that power 

« 

is safer inrthe hands of the ignorant, the 
n'eedj/y and the ufymhcipled^ than in 
those of' the educated, the afflnent, and 
more probably the high-minded and 
the conscientious : therefore, whether you 
aim a shaft' at the Church, in the cha- 
racter of Bide-the-bent, or at the State 



^through that of Lor<i T»r«tippet> you 
are at this momeat ptitting additional 
firet^raads iato the hands of madman* . 

' The ink was not dry on this p^, noir the 
ptti 1^ down, ere a conspiracy of the moat 
diabpfipal natpre fbr murdering the Cabitt^ 
Mini«f«rs,; en masse, was (fisoovmd. Can it he 
^. unattex of wonder that the u^rindpled an^ 
the needy are able to goad on the igaor^^it and 
the vicious, to deeds of violence and blood, 
when such loose and encoura^ng hints arc . 
thrown out by the carelessness of an author 
of popular celebrity and boundless fame? In 
the early part of the French revolution, when its 
promoters wished to induce the nation to to- 
lerate the pldnder 'of the clergy, the massacre 
of St. Bartholomew (the evezlaBting disgrace of. 
the French) was got up at one of the theatres ; 
and. the Cardinal of Lorraine .was represented in 
his sacerdotal hahit, ordering the execution of the 
Protestants. This sc^e was not acted in vdnl! 
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The Lbobnd of Montrosb partakes 
less than any of the series in question, 
of that defiH^ive or perverted morattty ef 
which I complain^ and therefore I shall 
not dwell on it: it seemed to be either 
preparing the way for some atonement ; 
or else^^ that it was to close this species of 
your Hterary labours. But your adieu 
now Rppears only to have been intended 
as a ruse ct amour , to try our feelings; 
as, at the time you wrote it, you had 
other works in progress; and if you dis- 
appeared on Scottish ground, it was onl^ 
to come out, with fresh eclat, on English* 
You seem to be perfectly aware that you 
bad new difficulties to encounter when 
you crossed the border, though I hardly 
tliink you comprehended all that would 
await you, when you called our na* 
tionial feelidgs into play. It is plain, 
that you are as yet not ai'rived fai'thei* 
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soBtb tiban Camberlaad^ and kiunv^'of us 
no more than yon bave seen from Skid- 
daw^ You must pardon me for feeling 
suret^at ^^ Chatliam's language is (not) 
'* yimr mo^ber tongue f ' and therefore 
.we may be naturally inclined to brinjg^ 
yon pretty closely to the test of fmtfaftil 
representatitm of national character^ To 
the perusal of your preceding works, 
few of your readers could bring any loral 
knowledge ; you were read by the great 
and the vulgar j with nearly the same 
feelings as they would have brought to 
a narratrre of a residence in Albania, or 
a journey through the Illinds* The re- 
mains of the feudal system that existed 
even as late as sixty years ago in Scot- 
^land, the clanship, the warfere, and the 
jealousy that are attaidaat on it, come 
no more in contact with true English 
feeling than the habite <tf the wandering 
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Arab8. *' In England the eiviluia4lia» 
^ boe been so long complete/* .that ^nre do 
not go back with any delight to the age 
of ignorance and barbarism ; nor wilLonr 
records bear decorating with all this britt 
liant stisnery with which you can embelf 
liflh the wild adventures of the HighUitids. 
As our countiy is less picturesque and rot 
mantici so have, always been our habits i 
and so broad and bmght a stream of 
light ii; thrown across our history by the 
Reformation^ that we look back to any 
antecedent period with sometiiing like 
shame- and regret for the errors apd tyr 
ranny ]that;n)ay have marked any, parti^ 
cular period^ atid rcgoice that they are 
thrown into deep and remote shades 
The time^ therefoi-e, which you h»ve 
chosen for the sceno of Ivanhos is not 
fortunate ; for it presents notlung very 
intecesting . to £nglidi hearts: bovrever^ 
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that is a fault we might bave forgiven^ if 
you bad attended to our prejndiees id. 
other Inspects. We da not, 1 am afraid^ 
«ver draw the moral tessons we o^ght 
from the great volume of histcHry that lA 
linroUed for our instructtoiiy and which 
^uifAies the raateriala for fiiture wigdoniv 
bf the piofure it ptuuts of the errors and 
riees of mankind. , You have the power^ 
Sir, of briogiiig the lessons it containa 
booieto ourbosomsy by spwsaAng witK 
jour animated pencil the custems and 
inann^B of distant periods^' on the ea^ 
vass before UB; but if you tia not this 
fairly y you- are ^^ polluting ' the well erf 
^^ history with modern inventions; and 
^^impresiSng upon the rising generatioa 
** &]se ideas of the age which you de^ 
^^ scribe;** and I am cotnpelied to aoknow* 
ledge, that I tbiiik you sometimes do in^ 
jintice to human imtui^ as ''well as na- 
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tional character. Yon draw the G^and 
Master a monster of pride, bigotry, and 
anrelenting severity; and tiie Templar, 
the Prior, and Friar Tuck, all equally 
licentious, luxurious, and vieioiis* Is that 
just, as a generdi character, even of the 
professors of a mistaken and poihpons 
rdigionr Was it. merely becasme they 
were diteolate, ' that Philip the Fourth 
apd Clement the fifth combined to abo* 
lisb the Templars? or beoMse the Meaki 
were or// idle and luxciridus^ that our 
.tyrannic Henry destroyed die monaatd* 
ries? .When suffering under all that 
malioe cohld inflict, the worst enemiisie 
of the order of Templars .were forpedJto 
acknowledge the noble courage of John 
de Molay, and the exemplary piety 
of numbers of high«minded gentlemen 
who were sent either to beg 'their bread 
throughout Eurq)e» or seal their fidelity 
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:to their re)i|^n add tlmr vowy dn the 
rack and at the stake. If no estates 
had bdoBged'to oar moaastic orders^ 
Henry VIIL would hav6 left them in 
peace* And thoiu^^ on their dtssdntiod^ 
some mi^ he founds in every establfeh- 
Bient>. indolent and dqiraved ; yet^ from 
what we know of their diligence iii jure- 
setnring the ^ittie learning of that age» 
wt hmrt^ rtason to beHeve that the hi^ar 
[nmiber (fi»r tfaa vieioiffi are always oon- 
spieuoiis, moA the victnous retired) wete 
^eminent £Dr. &dr . Ieanting5 their piety, 
>and the aaaterit;^ of thdr lives. Why, 
therefore, aa you were not fettered by 
faets, should you be uhjoBt to a body of 
nien, by impressing . on the minds of 
those who cannot search for truth, an 
idea that there was vice or avarice under 
every dowl or every mantle? 

When ClaEendon drav the diaraeter 
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of the leading men of his day^ h» fidth« 
ful pen was Just to thos6 who differed 
from him in political opinion, as to those 
who agreed with him. Why, Sir, in 
painting fictitious characters, should you 
give all the vices* to tlie higher elassesy 
and all the virtues to the lower orders^ 
You ^ve us tviirm^hearted oimibs ; dk* 
interested beggars { andnohle^ j^y ' ^^ 
patriotic outlaws; whilst persons of 
the higher orders are invariably time* 
serving, ambitious, unprincipled^ and 
revengeful. But whilst this was con- 
fifaed to the Scotch character, aa not 
one in a thousand of your readers- could 
judge of its truth, we left it to our 
northern neighbours to call you to ac« 
count if you had libelled them ; but we 
are not disposed that you shall do so by 
us, without some remonstrance on our 
part. Our gallant sons do not feel much 
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obliged to yon for calling the' ^^ people 
'^ of Eiagland a fii^ce race^ qoarrelling^ 
'f wev with tjbeir n^ghbonrs^ and ready 
^^. to phinge the sword into the bowels of 
'^ ei^^h other;** or representiiig the * Mi- 
lusters of : her Gbiirch^ in every age, . and 
under all cireamstanceS) as weak and 
Ignorant, or indolent und vicious. View- 
ing JvANHoa as a single work^ I might 
not have so readily entered into a de- 
fence of Priors and Templars ; * but 
t^ing it as one oi a volaminous series> 
I must oonader^ it as a bold' step in 
a path you had hitherto trodden with 
cauUon. Through the twenty ^ seven 
volumes already on our shelves^ there 
runs the same contempt for the clerical - 
order, with whatever church they may 
be GOBuected, except one solitary in* 
stance^. 

* Mr. Morton in Waverley. 
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This most celebrated paiaters are toa 
apt to introduce a &vourite head into 
every piece. We forgive the fault when 
the heauty or solemnity of the subjeet 
makes : amends for the repetition.; Al* 
though you» Sir, have your eye coq^ 
stabtly' on a sifter art, and seem well 
acquaiiited with its rules ; you are apt to^ 
forget one of the rudiments laid down to. 
students, '^not to* copy from themselves^** 
You should have done more justice to 
yojur Qwn fertile invention than' throwing) 
Mbg Memiiubs, Madge Wi&m'irb, uid 
Hf^iAN Mac Grboor, into a cauldron^' 
to 'f iwngljei mingle, mingle;**, and from- 
the pestilential exhalation, prodjice -such ^ 
a. fiend as Ujurica* A^d if in those 
seenes of , disgust and horror her con- 
fession, ,and the deathbed of Frontb 
u B<EUF, exhibited, the reiMler could 
smik^ it would have becQ at the absur*^ 

2 
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dity of such a demoniac masquerading 
in the dress of one of the Paries^ where 
there was little chance of the labours of 
her toilette produdng much effect It 
Certainly destroys the possibility of het 
conduct bdng the nnprenieditated act of 
maddened revenge> as this same' habit 
could only have been procured from a 
i^arehouse in the Haymarket> and sent 
by the York mail for the occasion. 

Nor can I felicitate you on having 
^f conjured the name of Robin Hood 
^< with the same success as that of Rob 
" Roy/* Whether the Kendal green does 
not touch our phlegmatic hearts^ as the 
tartan does bur northern neighbours ; 
ofr whether, having been living witne»te» 
of the juggler tricks of the Emperor of 
marauders and charlatans, and seen bis 
feats written with our dearest blood, has 

our taste for less illustrious 
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rogues, I know not; but certain it H, 
that the notable prisoner at St. Hekmi 
has exploded even fi*om our nurserfes> 
Robin Hood, and Guy Earl of Warwiek. 
You may recall these worthies, and 
present them in brilliant and fictitiduis 

« • 

colours to our invagination; but if ydU 
Expect us to follow you, and gropfe in the 
dust of antiquity, you must hold forth 
the certainty, not only that we shall be 
able to read the inscriptions we tAaf 
find there, but that they will i^cord 
facts, and be worth the trouble our search 
may cost lis; that they will enlighten 
us, not puzzle and confound our pifevi- 
ously received opinions, or lessen great 
chawctet's by such niisrepresentation . as 
Richard Cosur de Lion getting drunlc 
with a counterfeit priest arid highway- 
man. But though a want of tnith And 
^delity in- representing national charac- 

c 
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t€iv is^ajust subject of complaiat in his- 
torical novels^ it is by no means the most 
offensive quality in the composition of 
IvANuaE; A viokition of our rei<»}iovs 
as well as our moral ' feelings stirongly 
marks its pages. As a nation ^' we know, 
•^ and, what is better, we feel inwardly, 
^l tlmk religion Is the basis of civil so- 
'^ ciety, and the. source of all good and 
V of all comfort." That amidst this ge- 
neral feeling, Infidelity will sometimes 
raise- its venomous head, is too true; yet 
do aot, Sir, let the Political Registers 
that, in search of kindred spiiits, may 
find their way into the North, deceive 
you* ^^ Because half a dozen grasshop-r 
f' pers under a fern, make the field ring 
^' witli their importunate chink, whilst 
/^ thousands of great cattle, reposing ber 
:" neath the shadow of the British , oak, 
/^ chew the cud, and are silent, pray do 
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'< not imagine that those who make the 
•* noise are the only inhabitants of the 

• • • 

** 6eld; that, of course, they are many in 
** number; or thut, after all, they are 
" other than the little, shrivelled, meagre, 
" hopping, Ihough troublesome, infsecti? 
** of the hour.'* ' To continue the meta- 
phor of the eloqiient Burke, thoi>gh tlw^y 
may be armed with poisonous stings, we 
know how to keep them from hurting 
Bs; provided they are not smuggled into 
" our chambers and our ovens,'* wrapt 
up in some unsuspected articles. Be as- 
sured, that, with a very few exceptions, 
the followers of an infidel staymaker 
are " unwashed artificers," who are push- 
ed on to crime and blood, by crafty and 
needy knaves, who having neither cha- 
racters nor property to lose, hope to gain 
something from general plunder. Do 
not consider these miscreants, or their 

c 2 
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^ollewie^, as Uie repreBentativ^ ^ the 
Eyoi^sH NATION. Coqie a little < farttier 
into the conntiy^ and you will find that 
we reverence -and we love our BiBJbB ; 
the firfit lesBcms we teach our ohildren 
•are its holy precepts^ and the last eonso* 
Jations that<|iiiver on our dyipg jt^sjfiFe 
^tbe hopes ftnd promisefi it ooDti^ins,. We 
<read it in our femiUes^ w:e diatritiute it 
amon^pt our depcyi^ents; we sqbnerih^ 
4er Hs disperstoi^^ n^ sef^ the gl9r 
fioui day-rst^r of revelation to the :iar- 
jthest extremity f)f the earth. Ga^ W9 
then tolerate your making ^it a Jf^m^ 
900K ? Can we be^jr to have the Mlewn 
truths of Holy Writ. Qr the wblme 
*^|i9ngiiiigeof f nspiitttion^ tprqe^ into ridir 
cule by your licentious TeinpUrs ai^d 
friars.? Even if it were cbaracteristie^ it 
^ifvraid be dis^s(;ing. But yoii must allow 
^e todpubt^ Sir^ whetber the Piiw^ the 
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Templar, or even the Gituid Master hltn^ 
self, could have had sacred texts so much 
at their finger's ends: but in the Saxon 
churls it is out of all keeping. You al- 
low, tliat even Cedric could not ready 
mueh less could his swineherd or his 

jester; and if they could have read their 

. . • • . • 

Bible, as they Were Catholics, it was as 
completely closed to them as the oracles 
of Delphos. Gurth and Wamba might 

» • • • 

with as much propriety have quoted 
Homer or Xenophon ; yet, absurd as, this 

■ • • , • ♦ 

is, there is scarcely a single page, in 
which, those who reverence thetr Bible 
do not shudder to find the words of the 

• •• . • • • « , • 

Lord of Heaven and Earth, the pro- 
mises of life and immortality, applied* to 
the purposes of fraud and profligacy; 

The inverted morality of representing 
outlaws and cut-throats as the country 
gentleman and- juisttoes of the ^peace of 

c3 



tbat daj^ nay^ at tbLs enlightened perip^ 
fySl harmless to the ground; but the evil 
resiilting from a conteniptuous use of 
Scripture is dsrp and d^adi^y I 

I will not b^eve^ though, a ^^thQ;a^ 
'' 9aii4 tpngo^ proclaim the tak^^^^wtliat 
y<^ S&r^ could mean to f roBtitute yopr 
briliiaQt find tilastic pen to^ aid %hp ^^ 
cif les of BubSPiiBMir^ Ti^ason^ and Re'- 
ULUON, whp would aimihilate every 
hope of the sonl^ and, plunge a^dagger in 
every honest breast. But is it not your 
indispensable duty, as an author, to l/Jsts 
care you do not throw dou^nyour pen so 
n^l^fently, that it cfm be seiaed, and 
pufcinto a scale, wiiei^ it ia ao^^ feather 
f< weight/* bwt wh^re it wiU fell, ^qore 
than thousands of two^^enny tm^, of 
B]9ck 9nd Yellow jENrafrii^ or Pol^cal 
Registers* 

Ajpe you a father,? Hav^ ypu pro- 
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][als^^g sons or UoQming d^g^i'ft? Will 
^ot love for tbei9 c^ieok you frpia cor'^ 
rnpt^Pg thieir hefiFtsiii thefr yery crad)Qi> 
and by a lather's pienj If yojMi hwfi fiQ 
^UQh blefusiqgfl^ feel for (}l|09f)(WbP ihayei 
If^d not your powerfol aid tio tb« jcQihr 
tii(|im and inuni^ocajlity tbat }9 now inui^ 
daUiW «W poetry, minglipg with <TOf 
science^ ^nd tryiqgto get through evc^ry 
crevice^ and «pr9a4 ooutag^op .ov^er khf 
land*. X^t us in gqur worksi, a|t le^M^ 
hajre w opportunity qf layiqg f^jT qaut 
tion as^dei and trufiUiPg th^m safely ii| 
the haodlB of our cf^ldren^ . 

I do not s^fp^c); y^u of yit^Htff 
harm ; but careless tahle->talk someliiniflf 
infiises iK)ison> even j^hqugh i$, /^t^ 
Iftughin^ fr^Pli .^le ilipp^ I( is n^Nra »i^ 
Uijefil pevbaps ,tbiw. ^r, !to jxi^g^ of )|hf) 
hf^bil;^ qf an ai)t^qr from l)i9 ft^ ^ 
leHiuig. That niph liglit Wiwlfa fit Wa* 
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▼BRLEY and IvANHOE can form the occu* 
pation of your seriouis hours, I can no 
more believe^ than that a nian id sonnd 
health, and of a robust constitution, 
would injure the one, or destroy the 
other, by dining always on pastry and con- 
fectioiiaiy with a substantial and pl^tiful 
table before him. Your works **do not 
** smell of the lamp \* evidently they are 

• • * 

the playful recreation of a mind either 
deVoted to severer studies, or to avoca- 

tions that put a painful restraint bii the 

. . . . ' - . 

imagination. I . conjecture that when 
you have dined, drank your bottle of 
elaret, taken your coffefe, and a few • 
pinches of genuine Irish blackguard, if 
pen and paper are placed before you, 
you fean produce thirty or forty pages of 
a romance with as much ease as you 
could converse. If they am to be for- 
"mrded to yotir printer before the ink is 
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dry, and you fipd a worked*oflf sbeot o^ 

your breakfa8t**table, it \& jnuch |bo be 

lamented^ as a little coo/sideraUop wojilcl 

. probably greatly enhance their value, *Np 

character is more dangei'ous in society 

than a inan of genius and captivf^ting 

^ip2Uinei:s^ without spux^ moral principle^. 

But an author of this descriptioD. U bsc 

uiore extensively mischievous. The temr 

jporary example of the first may injure <i 

.few individuals; ih^ may poison a^wel(> 

,but the latter pc^qus a river^ a^ difr^ 

fysfs contagiop by inuumei^able rilVi 

through whole kingdoms .» the curveat c^ 

lime rolls oa to s^ocj^^sslve .gpne^tttipaq^ 

4ind there is po guessiz)g whep t|ie yeupiqi 

will he spent^ or how many yejt uiiborv 

may he contaminated by i(s influence. 

If you thiakj Sir;, that you hav«j 
worked your Scotish mine suflScientljr 
for the present^ and are afraid, . Icst^ Jflr 
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